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Establishing an index to evaluate the global competence of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University (APU) graduates, and building a system to use the index: A case from the
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
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Summary

Every year, many corporate recruiters visit Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) in Beppu, Oita Prefecture. The
high rate of job placement indicates that APU students are highly regarded in the business community. It should be noted,
however, that the job placement rates of Japanese universities show the results of simultaneous recruiting of new
graduates, which is a practice unique to Japan. Therefore, the rates are only relevant to students who choose their career
paths before graduation. Conversely, and against the background of accelerating globalization, an increasing number of
foreign universities have begun efforts to follow the performance of their graduates after they have left university, and
show prospective employers the specific skills and competencies they have newly acquired. In this paper, I will illustrate
the general competencies of APU students based on the evaluation of APU graduates by employers (businesses) and
propose the establishment of a rubric scoring system to measure the competencies that graduates have acquired after
graduation for internal use at APU. As yet, APU has failed to share and put into effective use the qualitative evaluation of
its graduates by businesses. I believe that my proposal will help the university guide students more suitably in their career

decisions with a greater focus on globalization.
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