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Promoting publicity to invite applicants, focusing on the preference ranking of
universities and the determinants of enrollment

NISHIURA, Akitomo (Administrative Staff, Office of Entrance Examination Public Relations)
KAWAGUCHI, Kiyoshi (Senior Researcher, Research Center for Higher Education Administration)
MIYASHITA, Akihiro (Deputy Director, Division of Admissions)

KUMAGAI, Hideyuki (Administrative Manager, Office of Entrance Examination Public Relations)

Keywords
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Summary

Through an entrance examination reform and publicity activities based on its admission policy, Ritsumeikan University
has successfully increased its number of applicants and enrolled students. However, the ratio of enrolled students to
admitted students is lower than that of other major universities. I conducted surveys with students of Ritsumeikan
University and teachers of high schools, private tutoring schools and preparatory schools, while studying cases at other
universities. Based on the findings, I considered what kind of publicity would be effective for Ritsumeikan University to be
given a higher preference ranking among high school students and encourage more applications for enrollment, thus
becoming a preferred choice of students. In the course of my research, I found that (1) high school students who made
Ritsumeikan University their second or lower choice did so without having the opportunity to listen to graduates of their
high school who had enrolled at Ritsumeikan University; (2) we may encourage students admitted to two or more
universities of equal preference to choose Ritsumeikan University by offering information relevant to the determinants of
enrollment; and (3) the aspects of Ritsumeikan University that appeal to high school students are “nationwide
recognition,” “diversity,” “faculty members and research themes,” and “peer support.” On account of this, I will propose
introducing a “student ambassador” program based on a peer support concept, where Ritsumeikan University students
meet students of the high schools they attended to inform them of the appealing aspects of the university, and promoting

publicity focusing on the determinants of enrollment.
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