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Proposal of measures to enhance the mathematical ability of students based on
analysis of the students’ learning situations: A case from the College of Economics at
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Summary

The College of Economics of Ritsumeikan University (“the College”) positions “mathematical ability” as the basis of
study for the major subject in the current curriculum. At the same time, the College is now considering to reform its
curriculum in anticipation of further diversification of students. However, a preliminary survey could not identify problems
related to the anticipated diversification of students at the College.

In this paper, I will analyze to the original goals of the current curriculum, and study and examine in greater depth the
importance of enhancing the mathematical ability of students of the College in their first year at university.

Specifically, I will confirm the importance of improving the mathematical ability of students during their first year at the
university through (1) a survey on the actual learning situations of the students of the College (analysis of the actual
learning situations and data related to course curriculum); (2) a questionnaire given to students of the College; and (3) a
survey of situations at other universities.

Based on my findings of these surveys and analysis, I will propose measures to foster mathematical ability in students in

the current curriculum, as well as in the new curriculum to be introduced shortly.
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