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Summary

Japan is entering an era in which university places are increasingly outnumbering university applicants. Against this
background, and the increasing diversification of students that could result, there will be a growing need to create a
community of learning, and an increasing number of students will be seeking consultations regarding their studies.
Previous research has revealed that many students fail to correctly grasp the fundamental philosophical and structural
underpinnings of the current system, and consequently are unable to utilize it as intended. Furthermore, universities fail
to offer adequate support for students to develop as active learners.

In this paper, the knowledge necessary for students to engage in active learning is defined. This includes such things as
an understanding of the educational goals of the undergraduate colleges, the purpose of the curriculum, and the university
system in general. This knowledge can be considered to be the “basic knowledge of learning.” Utilizing questionnaires and
interviews, the extent to which students in the College of Law at Ritsumeikan University understood and needed this
“basic knowledge of learning” was investigated. The data highlighted the necessity of cooperation among students, faculty
and staff, using a peer support approach. Based on this finding, this paper proposes a mechanism helpful in creating a
learner-centered “community of learning” that allows students to learn positively and grow together without being

discouraged by the university system itself.
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