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Creating a TA training program that contributes to graduate student career
development
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Summary

The Teaching Assistant (TA) system at Ritsumeikan University operates with the purpose of Improving the Quality of
Education and Developing a Significant Career for Graduate Students. However, there has been a lot of discussion
regarding the Quality of Education Improvement component of the TA system but there has been insufficient discussion
on the Graduate School Student Career Development component. There is a need to review the TA system with the object
of developing a career for graduate students in the light of the recent debate on personnel training in the graduate school
and the efforts to form career paths for graduate students. This study examined TA training in terms of career formation of
graduate students by investigating TA training at other universities, interviewing TA students and carrying out a
questionnaire. On the basis of analyzing the results, a TA training program has been created which supports the
acquisition and improvement of the knowledge and abilities required of a TA to improve the quality of education such as

communication skills and career management skills with those abilities contributing to career development.
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