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Summary

In this study, we compared the content of initiatives taken by representative international inter-university networks,
analyzed the status of utilization of inter-university networks at universities in Japan and overseas, and performed an
analytical investigation of the status of initiatives by inter-university networks in which Ritsumeikan University has been
involved to date (INU, APSIA). The results showed that universities which make the best possible use of their value,
regard these initiatives as part of their international strategies, utilize them in publicity materials and employ them
proactively with the aim of enhancing relationships with influential overseas universities. Many universities are organizing
committees and well-appointed secretariats in order to make these activities into sustained initiatives supported by the
entire university.

In terms of policy proposals, we propose a policy of setting out matters to be taken into account when utilizing
international inter-university networks, formulating action guidelines, and setting step-by-step targets, with the first step
being the utilization of those inter-university networks to which Ritsumeikan University already belongs. Implementation

of this policy will enable relationships with universities overseas to shift from bilateral to multilateral relationships.
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