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Summary

In recent years, the importance of humanities and social science research has been raised by the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. In particular, the Science Council of Japan has indicated the importance of
both academic research and integrated research together with the various natural sciences based on an international
perspective, in order to emphasize the identity of this field in future.

The number of Japanese postdoctoral researchers had increased by around threefold in FY 2008 compared with
FY 1990, and their number is also following an upward trend at Ritsumeikan University against the background of the
implementation of systems for quantitative expansion. There is, however, no research support system for postdoctoral
researchers, and measures must be implemented in future with the aim of qualitative enhancement, such as improving
situations in which research overseas is relatively inactive. In light of the results of our investigation, we have focused
on qualitative enhancement, systematic support, and overseas research as the main points for policy formulation. We
have formulated a policy for a “systematic international training program for young researchers” with the objective of
promoting overseas research in the humanities and social sciences, as a support system for research organizations within
the university engaged in training young researchers. This will achieve qualitative enhancement by utilizing the networks
with overseas researchers maintained individually by faculty in each field as opportunities for training, and by providing
assistance with research costs for overseas research.

It will be impossible for Ritsumeikan University to have value as a research platform in future without creating an
environment conducive to research, as otherwise the university will not be able to compete successfully with other
institutions in terms of attracting top-class researchers. The aim of implementing this policy is not only to invigorate
research within the university, but also to raise the level of teaching and learning by returning the fruits of research to

graduate students and undergraduates.
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