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Summary

Today, there is a growing movement among Japanese universities toward direct admission of international students from
other countries as regular undergraduate students.

Although Japanese language ability is not a requirement for international students prior to direct admission into some of
those universities, there is a high demand among these students to find employment in Japan after graduation. To enable
beginners in the Japanese language to acquire sufficient Japanese language skills during four years to obtain employment
in Japan, it is important not only to improve Japanese language education after admission but also to extend the period of
study by having students begin to learn Japanese from the time they are accepted to the university.

We have investigated the need for Japanese language education before enrollment with questions from international
students currently studying at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. By means of interviews with Japanese language
teachers and with staff responsible for admissions and career support, we have identified the requirements for using an
LMS prior to enrollment, and developed a prototype model of this program. An initial trial will be carried out in Korea, with
the aim of improving teaching materials and establishing operational procedures.

Implementation of this program can be expected not only to increase the number of international students capable of
acquiring the Japanese abilities required to pursue their career paths, but also to reduce the burden of Japanese language
learning during students’ time at university, enabling them to focus more of their efforts on other subjects. At the same
time, it will also improve Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University’s capacity for fostering human resources, maintaining our
superiority and distinctiveness as an advanced example of an international university and leading to continued high

expectations and evaluations from society as a whole.
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