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Development of measures to support academic achievement by full-time
undergraduate international students and prevent them gaining insufficient credits:
Ritsumeikan University as a case study
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Summary

Amid the global competition to attract international students, Ritsumeikan University has been selected as one of
Japan’s Global 30 universities for promoting internationalization, and is aiming to admit 1,500 full-time undergraduate
international students by 2020. However, full-time undergraduate international students at Ritsumeikan University
increasingly fall into two camps, those who are academically outstanding and those who gain insufficient credits, with the
number of students who gain insufficient credits in particular being 5% above the university average. For this study, we
established four hypotheses and administered a questionnaire to international students. The results showed that there was
a high possibility that economic hardship, academic ability prior to admission, and differences in Japanese-language ability
were not direct causes. It was highly probable that the essential causes comprised students themselves being unaware of
the need to study because they did not realize that their understanding of classes was insufficient, and lack of information
about their studies due to their only socializing with other international students. In light of these findings, in this paper
we propose the establishment of an International Student Support Network as a measure for supporting learning by
international students. In this network, Japanese language teachers would be responsible for the early identification of
problems, support plans would be established mainly by international student advisors and the teachers responsible, and

network-based support would be provided through the effective use of support resources within the university.
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