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Summary

Graduate schools are currently both expanding in size and diversity, and graduate education must both be made more
substantial and its quality guaranteed. This paper focuses on doctoral courses in the humanities and social sciences, for
which the rate of degree conferral within the standard term of study (three years) is low and the process leading up to the
award of a degree is unclear, and explores efforts to promote the conferral of high-quality doctoral degrees and ways of
supporting such efforts.

Through analysis of American and Japanese degree systems, graduate school doctoral course curricula, and hearings and
surveys of teaching staff and students, this paper proposes the following factors as required to ensure quality: (1) review
of admission requirements, (2) determination of requirements for doctoral thesis submission, and (3) clarification of the
degree award process.

For clarification of the degree award process, presenting a clear “degree award process map” will enable students and
faculty to obtain and share an objective grasp of the research progress. This will enable appropriate guidance and assistance

to be offered throughout the university, leading to the promotion of the conferral of high-quality doctorates.
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