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Summary

The objectives of this research are to analyze the current status and function of institutional research (IR) in Japan and
internationally and, having revealed the practical conditions for the development of an IR organization and functions, to
develop IR that supports policy formulation in the educational field. The subjects of this analysis are advanced research
and case studies from Japan and overseas, and case studies of projects within Ritsumeikan University.

It is important that IR possess functions capable of responding to both external and internal factors, and necessary that
information obtained through data collection and analysis be used as the basis for predictions in decision-making; in
addition, the functions required at the construction stage of IR are different. Based on these characteristics of and issues
with IR functions, this research proposes the definition, organizational structure, and processes required in order for IR to
function effectively.

It is anticipated that IR-based administration management and educational improvements will become important in
Japanese higher education, which is exhibiting a trend toward the increasing standardization of educational quality and
collaboration between universities. Evidence-based educational practice by means of IR and the development of

autonomous organizations will be required along with the assignment and training of specialist staff.






