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Development of career support strategies for postdoctoral fellows in the natural
sciences
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Keywords
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Summary

The number of fixed-term research staff known as postdoctoral fellows (post-docs) is rapidly increasing. This is because
graduates of PhD programs are having difficulty finding employment. In this university, the number of post-docs has
increased significantly. If these post-docs cannot establish firm career paths for themselves while at Ritsumeikan
University, they will become unemployed at the end of their research term. If the time post-docs spend doing research at
Ritsumeikan University is unconnected with their career path, this will make it difficult for us to attract outstanding
researchers in future. The present proposal consists of the formation of national and international networks as a result of
post-docs becoming more active in research activities outside the university. Such networks will enable post-docs to
broaden their horizons and become aware that they also have the choice to put their own research to use in areas other
than a university research career. By offering career support for post-docs, we anticipate that we will attract outstanding
researchers. The involvement of numerous researchers enables the implementation of research projects. The acquisition
of research projects can be used in human resource training and will increase the number of posts for young researchers,

leading to improved research capacity.



