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Summary

The social background to academic information is undergoing great changes. Prices of foreign journals are rising, and
materials are rapidly being converted to electronic form. In light of this diversification of resource media, university
libraries are actively shifting to subscriptions to electronic journals in addition to foreign journals on paper. They are also
forming consortia as a response to rising prices, making use of advantages of scale to combat these.

Although university libraries have reached a certain degree of achievement in their provision of academic information, it
is difficult to say that the Ritsumeikan University Library is gathering sufficient materials to meet the needs of the wide-
ranging academic fields in which teaching and research take place at this university. In this research project, in addition to
obtaining a grasp of the situation regarding methods of implementing library funds and their needs, we are surveying
initiatives by other universities and discussing new methods for the effective implementation of library funds in response
to the changes taking place in both academic information and universities themselves, given the limitations on library
funds. In this process, we are also discussing measures for handling the storage of electronic materials, which are rapidly

coming into general use.
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