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Creation of a system for exchange with elementary school students by means of
extracurricular activity groups at Ritsumeikan University: Development of an
advance training program for exchange with the local community and training local
community exchange coordinators

KITABA, Shoei (Assistant Administrative Manager, Office of Student Affairs)

ITO, Akira (Senior Researcher, Research Center for Higher Education Administration)
MOTOMURA, Hiroshi (Deputy Managing Director, Division of Student Affairs)
OCHI, Yutaka (Administrative Manager, Office of Student Affairs)

Keywords
Student support, local community exchanges, elementary schools, extracurricular programs, extracurricular activity

groups, community exchange coordinators

Summary

Students and groups at Ritsumeikan University who participate in independent extracurricular activities will develop an
Advance Training Program for Community Exchange to acquire the skills required for planning and participating in
children’s clubs at elementary schools, including communication and presentation abilities as well as knowledge about
school safety and other relevant issues.

Student staffs are being trained as Community Exchange Coordinators, and will be responsible for taking up the needs
of elementary schools and extracurricular activity groups and for implementing exchange activities. The program is
fostering the good manners, liaison abilities, planning abilities, and problem-solving abilities required for mediating
between extramural organizations, such as elementary schools and local authorities, and extracurricular groups, with the
aim of nurturing human resources capable of contributing to society in an independent, creative manner.

Our objective is to develop a sustainable extracurricular program that will enable students to mature and contribute to
society, as a new form of student support by way of community exchanges and contributions to the community carried out

by student organizations.






