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Housing supply policy in response to an increased acceptance
of foreign students at Ritsumeikan University:

focusing on supply policy by outsourcing

HISHITANI, Iichiro (Business Development Section, Sales Division, Creotech Co., Ltd.)
ITO, Akira (Senior Researcher, Research Center for Higher Education Administration)

TORII, Nobuya (Director, Sales Division, Creotech Co., Ltd.)
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Summary

Ritsumeikan University has been sending many of its students abroad, in line with the policy goal of having 20% of its
total enrolment study abroad. This has resulted in an active participation in exchange programs and mutual credit transfer
systems with partner universities and, in turn, an increased number of foreign students arriving at Ritsumeikan.
Accordingly, the University has increased its housing supply for foreign students. However, since the increased number of
students surpasses the increased housing, the University is having difficulty in satisfying the increased demand.

Compared with other universities, Ritsumeikan has a markedly lopsided ratio of its number of students studying abroad
to the number of foreign students it receives. In particular, the University has a disproportionally large number of students
studying aboard on exchange programs as compared to the limited number of foreign students it accepts on the same
programs. This situation should be corrected as soon as possible , otherwise this may lower the University’s international
reputation.

In view of the situation, Creotech Co., Ltd., a Ritsumeikan-affiliated company, analyzed the present status of university
housing utilization. This study presents proposals on how to increase efficiency in housing supply, along with an analysis of
future trends in housing demand. The problems on Ritsumeikan’s Biwako-Kusatsu Campus, where no housing is available

for foreign students, were also analyzed, with possible solutions proposed.
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