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Restructuring of an employment support program for Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University (APU) international students to maintain a stable 100% employment rate
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Summary

The objective of this study is to restructure, in consideration of past achievements, a support program, inaugurated in
2000, that helps international (foreign) students of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) find employment. Up to the
academic year 2005, APU has recorded an almost 100% employment rate of its foreign students for three successive years.
Nevertheless, foreign students still encounter many obstacles to finding employment in Japanese companies. Overcoming
these obstacles one by one and reaching the goal of signing an employment contract inevitably requires the University’s
support. Ritsumeikan, by restructuring its support program as presented in this study and making it widely known in
society, can be truly cosmopolitan in its outlook and action. The University can also contribute greatly to forming a global
network of human resources, while at the same time invigorating the human resources market of Japanese-educated
foreign students in Japan and promoting the globalization of Japanese companies. In the study, the University’s past
measures for supporting foreign students’ employment are analyzed and examined, to integrate the findings into the
concept for a new package of support programs ranging from Japanese-language education to career orientation to job

search support and training up until the time of graduation.
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