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University students’ reading habits and a student-led reading
promotion campaign through the Co-operative Society

SATO, Yuki (Link Square Shop, Ritsumeikan Consumer Cooperative)
CHIKAMORI, Setsuko (Senior Researcher, Research Center for Higher Education Administration)

SAKAI, Katsuhiko (Executive Director, Ritsumeikan Consumer Cooperative)
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Summary

This study presents university students’ reading habits and their ideas about reading and proposes an effective
campaign to promote reading through the University Co-op. Reading is a skill required for learning, and it can provide a
positive influence on individual character formation. It is generally said that today’s university students rarely read.
However, a survey conducted with the members of the Co-operative Societies at six universities including Ritsumeikan
indicates an active readership among university students. It also shows that even students who admit to not doing much
reading generally view reading positively. These students want to read, given the opportunity, books popular among their
own age group; or books covered in other media, such as those on which TV dramas and movies are based, or that they
think it is good to read. The University Co-op has been carrying out reading campaigns for students who are regular
readers. It is now necessary to start new campaigns aimed at students who are positive about reading but are not in the
habit of reading. By making use of its organizational characteristics as a consumer co-operative society, the University Co-
op can launch a continued campaign that would interest the latter type of students, thereby contributing to the

enrichment of campus culture.






