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Library as a support facility for students’ learning

— developing students’ autonomy in learning

KINOSHITA, Hiroko (Assistant Administrative Manager, University Library)
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OSHIMA, Hideho (Managing Director, University Library)
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Summary

Analysis was conducted to gauge the degree of autonomy that Ritsumeikan students demonstrate in studying as
undergraduates, based on indices available from the University’s library activity. The library is essentially an institution
dedicated to supporting students’ autonomous learning. In general, Ritsumeikan students are serious about attending their
classes but are weak in autonomous learning. Autonomous learning, the habit which college students should acquire
during the introductory period of higher education, largely depends on computer literacy, information retrieval skills and
so on. Given the present conditions of private universities in Japan, namely large numbers of students per instructor and
qualitative changes in new enrolment, it is difficult for the teaching faculty to include, in their regular classes, instruction
in these skills. At the same time, seminars in basic subjects are expected to function efficiently so that students may be
smoothly introduced into higher education. In this situation, the library can play a significant role by providing support
measures. This study proposes a program in which library staff and the faculty work in collaboration to support basic
seminar instruction by helping students to acquire computer literacy and information retrieval skills. More concretely, the
program would involve peer education by students during sub-seminar hours and the participation of Orientation

Coordinators (“Oritors”) and other students, in addition to library staff, in instruction.






