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Summary

There is a large difference in the environment concerning methods of learning, the setting of career track goals, life
planning and community building at high schools and universities. In the past, universities had been educating students
with the policy of “sink or swim”, based on the ideology that universities had towards newly-enrolled students that
university students should be independent. Based on this policy, newly-enrolled students are required to “transform” from
high-school students to university students, however it proves difficult for new students to have the ability to make this
“transition” on their own. Universities therefore must secure a program to support this transformation.

This purpose of this study aims to examine the situation of students and precedent cases, and design a transition
education program that is appropriate for Ritsumeikan University. A study and an analysis on cases of the United States,
where is the universalization of universities is further advanced than Japan, and where “First-Year Experience” is actively
being conducted. Students are perceived not as a “mass”, but as an “individual”, raising students through communication
were seen as characteristics of the approach of the United States in the analysis, and it became clear that these
characteristics are the viewpoints in creating a transition education program.

A Transition Education Program for Ritsumeikan University was designed based on the viewpoints explained above.



