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A Study on the Influence of the “Career Design” Course Series:

Introduced as a Part of the General Undergraduate Curriculum
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Summary

The importance of “Career Education” and the awareness of this importance is being integrated within the university, as
the increase in courses for “Career Design” are being offered in each faculty at Ritsumeikan University. In the 2005
academic year Ritsumeikan offered 23 courses in “Career Design”. “Career Design II” offered as a general education
course from the 2002 academic year and was later categorized as a liberal arts course and specialty course, however there
was a decrease in the enrollees, which may have been linked to change in course categorization, compulsory or elective
subjects, or it may have been something to do with the overall 124-credit number requirement.

Through this study, it was determined that there was high employment success for students who enrolled in “Career
Design II”. However if the improvement of the categorization of the course is not considered, the benefits of the course
cannot be expected. In explaining about the drop of enrollee numbers, the importance of “Career Design II”, and how to
best utilize “Career Design II”, suggestions were made for the categorization of “Career Design II” by raising two examples

of curriculum models of liberal arts education in the College of Law.






