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The Review of the Policy Development for
Teachers with Disabilities in Japan

NAKAMURA Masaya

Abstract:

This paper reviews the historical development of policies for teachers with disabilities in Japan. In 1960, a
regulation was enacted to govern the promotion of the employment of persons with physical disabilities. This
law adopted an employment quota approach, so the promotion of the employment of teachers with disabilities
was undertaken by mandating that boards of education employ a minimum legally stipulated ratio of persons
with disabilities. Until 1994, however, boards of education were exempted from this mandatory employment of
persons with disabilities. In the late 1990s, the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Education requested that
boards of education expand their employment of persons with disabilities. While the initially lagging rate of
employment of persons with disabilities gradually increased, a state of failing to meet the stipulated rate still
continues. Regarding the treatment of teachers with disabilities after they had been hired, on the other hand,
the employment quota approach had no effect, and support in performing professional duties has remained
an issue. In 2013 the “Act on Employment Promotion etc. of Persons with Disabilities” was revised, and a non-
discrimination approach was introduced. With this revision, a policy foundation was finally established to secure

support for teachers with disabilities to properly conduct their duties.

Keywords: teacher with disability, employment of persons with disabilities, recruitment of teachers, statutory

employment rate, inclusive education
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