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Commercialization of Ramen Culture and the Circulatory Evolution
Process of the Food Business

Hangming Xu*

Abstract:

This paper focuses on the commercialization of ramen culture, describing the
circulatory evolution process of the food business in the diffusion of ramen culture. Much
of the previous research in this area has been conducted from two perspectives: cultural
anthropology and food business. The former has concentrated on the origin of food culture,
and the latter has concentrated on the business management of manufacturers and
distributors. Connections between the cultural anthropology and food business approaches
have not been adequately studied.

In this paper, it is assumed that the generation and diffusion of food culture is composed
of the “commercialization” of food culture and the “culturalization” of food that has
become a commodity. Based on the case study on the diffusion of ramen culture, a
circulatory evolution process composed of Propagation, Reverse Propagation and New
Propagation is proposed. It further explains the relationship between the commercialization
of ramen culture and the perceived attributes of innovation on the basis of the Diffusion of
Innovation theory, including an analysis of the mechanism of circulatory evolution process.

This paper suggests that the circulatory evolution process of food business represents
the evolution of innovation, not only the diffusion of food culture.

The proposed circulatory evolution process brings food culture and food business
insights together, pointing toward suggestions for the global expansion of the food business.

Keywords:
Food business, Ramen Culture, Food Culture, Commercialization, Diffusion of
Innovation, Perceived Attributes of Innovation, Re-invention
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