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A Study of the Ethnic Identity among Half-Japanese-Half-Korean Born
in Japan and Visited Korea for Their Study

IMASATO Hajime

Abstract:

A little has been studied about half-Japanese-half-Korean, the children of Korean parents who came to Japan
in last few decades. This paper focuses on their ethnic identity and aims to analyze fluctuation of their identity
and changes of their position by visiting Korea for their university study. The research interviewed three of
female half-Japanese-half-Korean university students born in Japan, before and after visiting Korea for their
study, and applied type of acculturations by Portes and Rumbaut (2001). As a result, all interviewees were
categorized as “Consonant Acculturation”, because their motivation were very similar to that of other Japanese
in same generation, having interest in Korean popular music (K-POP) for example, and they faced no identity
crisis after studying in Korea. The paper concludes that former analysis frameworks to contrast Japanese and

Korean on their identity can be questioned.

Keywords: half-Japanese-and-half-Korean, Korea, second generation immigrants, acculturation, ethnic identity
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