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The Reinstatement Processes of Teachers Who Became Severely
Visually Disabled During Their Educational Career: Focusing on the
Process of Overcoming the Common Idea of Giving-up
into Reinstatement

NAKAMURA Masaya

Abstract:

Teachers who become visually disabled during their educational career face difficulties to continue their work
and often give up their job even when they want to continue and their reinstatement can encourage inclusive
education and employment of disabled persons. This paper studies the reinstatement processes of teachers who
became visually disabled during their educational career to reveal the promoting and obstructing factors which
led to their successful reinstatement. Interviews with four visually disabled teachers are analyzed focusing
on the change in their thinking. Two of the four received rehabilitation, and had acquired skills of mobility,
Braille, and computer, which promoted their process toward reinstatement. The other two received peer
supports by visually disabled teachers, which promoted their process toward reinstatement. On the other hand,
the obstructing factors in their reinstatement came from the common idea among themselves and others that
disabled teachers cannot carry out their duties properly. This paper argues that their reinstatement processes
were the process of overcoming this common idea by themselves and of changing this common idea among their

coworkers, administrators, and boards of education.

Keywords: teacher with disability, visual disability, reinstatement process, employment of disabled persons
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