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The Kyoto Association for Families of Karoshi Victims and the Kyoto
Syokutairen Movement

NAKAJIMA Kiyomi

Abstract:

Responding to a postwar increase in workmen's accidents and occupational diseases in Japan, a movement
begun by keypunchers in the 1950s eventually led to the holding in 1967 of the First Occupational Disease
Exchange Meeting, after which Syokutairen (committees for measures against occupational diseases) were
formed throughout Japan. Focusing on the Syokutairen movement in Kyoto, this paper describes the
establishment of the Kyoto Workmen's Accidents and Occupational Diseases Liaison Council and the
Association for Families of Karoshi Victims. The paper is based on the author’s participation in the Association
for Families of Karoshi Victims as well as the group’s bulletins and reports. Kyoto's Syokutairen movement
started in response to the national fight in 1967, but it developed in the 1970s into a unique movement. In the
1980s, labor law revisions increased focus nationally on the karoshi problem; meanwhile, the Kyoto Syokutairen
developed a Karoshi Hotline, and this activity led to the formation of the Association for Families of Karoshi
Victims. Thus, the study shows that the formation and activities of the Kyoto Association for Families of
Karoshi Victims were greatly influenced by the earlier struggles over workmen's accidents and occupational

diseases and by the efforts of the Syokutairen movement.

Keywords: Association for Families of Karoshi Victims, Syokutairen, workmen's accident and occupational

disease
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