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A Comparative Study of Systems in South Korea and Japan for
Supporting ALS Patients:
An Analysis of Public Support Systems for People with Intractable
Diseases, Disabilities, or Major Care Needs

AHN Hyosuk

Abstract:

ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) is a progressive disease that makes patients increasingly dependent on
other people's support for medical care and daily living. Based on documents of ALS associations and
governments in Japan and South Korea, this study compares the support systems in both countries for people
with ALS from the users’ perspective (overlooked in previous studies). Both Japan and Korea provide support
through three separate systems: for patients with intractable diseases, people with disabilities, and the elderly.
However, the countries’ systems differ, for example, in intractable disease definitions, support qualifications,
application procedures, and support administration. For people with ALS, South Korea allows support from the
system for patients with intractable diseases, together with support from either the system for disabled people
or that for the elderly; in contrast, Japan allows support from all three systems. Consequently, living at home
and receiving care for many hours is difficult in South Korea but possible in Japan. Three decades older than
South Korea’s support system, Japan's may be more complete, but it contains various limitations, entry
barriers, and complexities, making it too difficult and complicated for many users. Nevertheless, to improve

support for people with ALS, South Korea can learn much from the Japanese support system.

Keywords: ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), intractable disease support, Japan-Korea comparison
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