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Current Status of Domestic Violence Victim Support Organizations and
Challenges Faced by Them:
A Study of Focus Group Interviews with Victim Supporters

IZUMIKAWA Takako

Abstract:

This study clarifies the current status and problems of domestic violence (DV) victim support organizations. In
addition, the current state of support by nursing professionals is reviewed. Three focus group interviews were
held with victim supporters between April and May of 2011. Content analysis of the first interview extracted
“Proposals for Recognizing DV Victims,” “Current Status of DV Damage,” and “Review of Support.” The analysis
finds that, in the majority of cases, DV victims are institutionalized in shelters by the police only when they
face life threatening emergency situations, without actively appealing for care themselves. The supporters hope
for DV victims to have a strong will to escape as soon as possible. They also hope that the organizations can
make the victims feel less isolated, and provide them with continuous long-term support. Furthermore, it was
verified that, as DV is repeated, victims are deprived of their power, so they take action only when they are
impelled to do so. Indeed DV deprives victims even of the ability to think and act for themselves. In light of the
psychological dynamics of the cycle of violence and learned helplessness, nursing professionals need to be

educated in order to provide better support.

Keywords: supporters in DV victim support organizations, focus group interviews, continuous long-term support
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