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A1 BEREEBCROBUR & HVE

Inclusive Education Policy for Special Needs Education in Japan:
An Examination of Deliberations by the Special Committee on Special
Needs Education with Reference to the Inclusive Education Policy of
Great Britain

ARIMATSU Ryo

Abstract:

After two years of discussions, the Special Committee on Special Needs Education in the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan issued a report in July 2012 that suggested, for the first time
in official policy circles in Japan, the introduction of an inclusive education policy. One of the committee’s
expectations was that inclusive education would provide a fix for the chaotic situation in existing special needs
education policy. In fact, a similar policy introduced in Great Britain in 2001 for a similar purpose had already
resulted in failure and a controversial re-examination by 2005. This paper examines the special committee’s
deliberations on inclusive education policy with reference to the controversies in Britain. The study finds that,
regarding inclusive education policy, there is no clear definition but various interpretations and considerable
vagueness. The failure in Britain was caused by an unclear policy definition and the resulting confusion of how
to include or separate students in reality, reducing support for students in need and increasing the number of
students in special schools. Unfortunately, the discussions of the special committee in Japan are heading in

Britain's failed direction.

Keywords: education of physically and mentally disabled children, special needs education, Special Committee

on Special Needs Education, inclusive education theory

i H LB H BOROIIR & RE
—— ISR OFE D 7\ 2 B H S OB i —

EEE N By

Dy = g

AED HI&, SCRRHEB SR BE O ) FICH T 208 EH S (fi4 &) oF @2 HmMIcmE 5 2 &<,
HAOBERBZEBOROJR L PEAPS2ICTLHI L TH D,

P X BUEBORO TG L WELIHZ CERENTBY, BIESELNTW D, f5 4 RiE. BORYA F2o00
TA VI N—=Y THBERZ R L2 CHEREHEZ R L Lo L, Bk LSO BEBOR 2 it T 5
bDELT, A Y7 V=Y THEBORDSRREINTEBY, 29 LzsHE, 3TICA £ 2T #b - Tk
g & o TWD,

AETIEL 2005 1A FYRZATRELWFICOVTHRI L, 4 ¥ 27 V=Y TEHEOS M - BBk SIS AR E
THY. A V7 V=Y THEBCRIBHEE LTOMEERNTWAEZ EER L. 720 4 FY ADHmF T [
YION—=VTEE] OREN [FOOY | 1ZHDHIEDBHSE IR o 72h, THEEEREAFTEROBEOR T
LH 5o

13






