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The Founding of the Association for Bereaved Families of Karoshi Victims

NAKAJIMA Kiyomi

Abstract:

Previous studies on karoshi, death by overwork, have seldom looked at the problem in relation to the families of
karoshi victims and none have used the qualitative method. This research examines the process in Japan from
the founding of karoshi hotlines in 1988 to the founding of associations for the bereaved families of karoshi
victims in various cities beginning in 1989 and the subsequent founding of a national alliance of such
associations in 1991. The research is based on participative observation of the activities of some of these
associations as well as a survey of association documents. It is shown that, during the founding of the karoshi
hotline, it became clear that the families of karoshi families often suffer economic problems and living
difficulties. Also, after the associations were founded, although many families of karoshi victims have
participated in them, the associations have not succeeded in attaining worker's accident compensation and
other remedies for the families. Thus, the families of karoshi victims still experience economic problems and

living difficulties. The author recommends institutional reform to improve this situation.

Keywords: karoshi, karoshi hotline, association for bereaved families of karoshi victims, karoshi victims and/or

victims family, karoshi applicant for workers' compensation for karoshi
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