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The Direct Influence of Japanese Art Studies on the Creation of Modern
Kimono Designs

YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to examine the connection between modern kimono design and Japanese art
studies. Previous research has investigated the influence of European design movements on the kimono designs
of the Takashimaya Department Store. However, the influence of Japanese art histories on modern kimono
design is unknown. The author compares two documents, “Hyakusen-kai Syui-syo,” which describes
Takashimaya’s concepts for the season's kimono designs, and Nihon kaiga ron, written by Nakai Sotaro. An
aesthetician and a director of the Kyoto Municipal School of Arts (Kyoto Shiritsu Kaiga Senmon Gakko), Nakai
was an adviser of the Hyakusen-kai, Takashimaya's design committee, which conceptualized new kimono
designs and principles. Nakai had a view that attached importance to the natural contemplation of painters
and asserted that the Azuchi-Momoyama arts created a unique Japanese form of artistic expression. The
description of the memorandums of intent of the Hyakusen-kai is remarkably similar to Nakai's thesis about
the Azuchi-Momoyama arts. This shows that the study of Japanese art by Nakai strongly influenced the
creation of new kimono designs by Takashimaya. Thus, we can see that Japanese art studies had a direct

influence on the creation of modern kimono designs.

Keywords: Takashimaya, modern kimono, Nakai Sotaro, Azuchi-Momoyama period
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