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Implications of the Judgment in the Dentsu Case:
Working Hours, Psychiatric Diagnosis, Victim’'s Family

HAMAMOTO Masao

Abstract:

Although there has been juristic analysis of the court’s judgment in the Dentsu case, the leading legal case in
Japan about suicide induced by overwork, academic analysis of the judgment has been lacking. Focusing on the
judgment as well as the subsequent juristic discourses related to it, this paper critically analyzes from a
sociological perspective three aspects of the Dentsu case: working hours, the psychiatric diagnosis, and the
victim's family. About working hours, the judgment highlighted the excess of illegal hours but ignored the
excess of legal hours. About the psychiatric diagnosis, the judgment recognized the existence of depression in
connection to prolonged work and suicide as a legally sufficient cause, but it overlooked the problem entailed by
an ex post facto psychiatric diagnosis. About the victim’s family, its responsibility, along with that of the
employer, should have been considered not merely as passive negligence but also as an active offense. Based on
these results, the author proposes, as a future subject of study, to examine the treatment and social implications

of suicide induced by overwork in the present day.

Keywords: suicide induced by overwork, Dentsu case, working hours, psychiatric diagnosis, victim’'s family
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