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The Concepts and Practical Activities of Aesthetic Education in Modern
Japan

KOIDE Chitoko

Abstract:

Aesthetic education seeks to refine human qualities such as sensibility and rationality. Previous studies have
focused on people, such as Tomeri Tanimoto and Masatarou Sawayanagi, related to the study of the concept of
aesthetic education. This paper examines the establishment of aesthetic education in Japan, focusing on its
stages of development. First, the paper divides the development of aesthetic education in Japan into three
stages, those of reception, exploration, and establishment, and describes the concept of aesthetic education
discussed in each period. Second, it examines the contributions of an education specialist, Shigenao Konishi
(1875-1948), and a children’s story writer, Sazanami Iwaya (1870-1933), in the stage of exploration. Konishi
wrote School Education and advocated the concept of aesthetic education in Japan, and Iwaya held an
exposition for children with Mitsukoshi Department Store to exhibit the results of aesthetic education. Both of
them experienced the German arts education movement and became aware of the importance of aesthetic
education. Considering the progress of aesthetic education in stages, and examining both the establishment of
its concept and its practical activities, the paper shows an integrated picture of how aesthetic education spread
and took root in modern Japan.

Keywords: aesthetic education, exposition for children, modern Japan
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