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Zainichi Koreans' Identity and Diversity Education

YANG Yangil

Abstract:

Some Zainichi Korean children going to Japanese public schools, especially in Osaka, attend ethnic culture
classes. What then is the meaning of ethnic culture classes for Koreans in Japan? I interviewed grown-up
alumni of ethnic culture classes. From their narratives, I found that ethnic culture classes enabled students to
accept their ethnicity positively by learning culture, language and games as well as by making friends with
other Zainichi Koreans. In addition to that, their narratives show that they want to live with self-esteem and
that the key concept for doing so is ethnicity. Zainichi Koreans should not be forced to exclusively choose either
Korean or Japanese identities, to either assimilate to Japanese society or keep their Korean identity. Ethnic
culture classes need to change their policies from seeking the “ideal ethnic image” to providing an education
which supports diverse ways of living. In fact, the interviewees’ narratives reveal the importance of diversity

education not only for Zainichi Koreans but for all children in Japanese schools.

Keywords: Zainichi Korean, ethnic culture class, ethnicity, diversity education, narrative
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