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A Strategy of National Integration by a Bureaucrat of the Interior
Ministry in the 1910s: Focusing on Tazawa Yoshiharu's Theories of
Young Men

BANSHO Kenichi

Abstract:

In this paper, I analyze the development of the policy regarding seinen (young men) in the social reform
movement in the 1910s after the Russo-Japanese War by examining documents of Tazawa Yoshiharu, who was
an Interior Ministery bureaucrat and the main promoter of the policy. I find, in his technical continuation
school theory, that civic education was required in farm villages before it became widespread in cities. I
examine, in his theory on training leaders among young males, the process of making the male children of local
notables identify themselves with the ideal model of seinen through training camps. Tazawa advanced social
reform in each community using all available organizations such as elementary schools, young men’s
associations, continuation schools, veteran’s associations and women's associations. Among them, he especially
put emphasis on organizing young men’s associations. Tazawa aimed to nationalize young men in farm villages
at three levels: by promoting nousontekijinbutu (farm village characters) as models for common farming boys in
technical continuation schools; by organizing young men’s associations in farm villages; and by cultivating

tyuukenseinen (mainstay characters) as the leaders of young men'’s associations.

Keywords: Tazawa Yoshiharu, young men’s association, culture, technical continuation school, civics
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