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Folk Performing Arts within Cultural Movements of Japan in the 1950s:
A Study on Hara Taro and Warabi-za

NISHIJIMA Kazuhiro

Abstract:

This paper questions why Warabi-za could find values and practices different from typical folk performing art
studies. Warabi-za is a theatrical company with an influential troupe that performs folk songs and dances. The
influence of Warabi-za on the modern history of folk performing arts cannot be overlooked. To this end, I study
culture movements of Japan in the 1950s, Warabi-za's founder Hara Taro and the activities of Warabi-za and its
predecessors, Umi-Tsubame and Poplar-za. Hara found value in local folk songs and dances through
communicating with workers at their gathering places. Influenced by the Japanese Communist Party's
awareness of ethnicity, Warabi-za collected folk performing arts to create new ethnic arts. Umi-Tsubame had
become active among workers from 1951. Later they moved to farm villages to escape communist purges in
Tokyo, but the villagers wanted Western culture, and the indifference of the villagers shook Warabi-za’'s policy.
Later, however, Hara rebuilt Warabi-za through his solid leadership and deeply considered philosophy. Warabi-
za emerged from the culture movements of the 1950s, but it was unique in connecting with and performing for

workers at their gathering places in the modern period.

Keywords: folk performing arts, Cultural Maneuver Party, Japanese Communist Party, ethnic arts, Umi-

Tsubame
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