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Roles and Functions of a Campus NGO in International Medical Aid
Programs: A Case Study of a University Project for Buruli Ulcer in Japan

NITYAMA Tomoki

Abstract:

Buruli ulcer is an infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium ulcerans and characterized by terrible lesions.
The exact mode of transmission is still unclear. Surgery with amputation has been the main treatment against
the disease, and numbers of patients have suffered from disabilities as a result of the treatment. Currently,
researchers recognize the combination of antibiotics and surgery is effective in treating Buruli ulcer but
knowledge of the disease is still limited.

The problems of Buruli ulcer are not only medical. Researchers have pointed out that non-medical factors,
such as economics, religion, politics or the lack of social capital, can make it difficult for patients to receive
appropriate treatments against the disease.

For over ten years, the Kobe International University Project for Buruli Ulcer has been tackling the non-
medical factors related to the disease. The framework of their activity is research in the endemic area of the
disease in order to plan and carry out effective support. The purpose of this study is to investigate how

international NGOs can support the people who struggle with Buruli Ulcer.

Keywords: Buruli ulcer, Save the Children of Buruli Ulcer (Project SCOBU), Global Buruli Ulcer Initiative

(GBUI), nongovernmental organization (NGO), neglected tropical diseases
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