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Yamanaka & Company: Outline of Ventures before Overseas Activities
YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

During the Meiji and Taisho Periods, Yamanaka & Company established a major presence in Europe and
America as Oriental art dealers. This article discusses how the activities of the company in Japan, before it
expanded overseas, laid the foundation for its ventures abroad.

When Yamanaka & Company opened a branch in the United States in 1894, they were already famous
dealers in Japan of dogu, Japanese tea ceremony utensils. Also, before opening a branch abroad, Yamanaka &
Company had already been actively courting foreign customers within Japan. In 1886, together with other
dealers in art and china, they established the company, Biko Shosha, (Arts and Craft Trading Company) in
Kyoto to sell art and craft goods to foreigners visiting Japan. In 1891, at the Tokiwa Hotel in Kyoto, in
preparation for a stay by the Russian Crown Prince, they decorated a western-style room with Japanese
antiques using traditional Japanese methods.

In these ventures, Yamanaka & Company discovered Westerners’ preferences regarding Japanese art,
knowledge which the company later used when it began to sell art in America & Europe produced by its own

factories in Japan. In these activities, we can see how modernization changed the concept of “Art” in Japan.

Keywords: Yamanaka & Company, Meiji Period, Japanese art, art dealer, Kyoto
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