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Institutional Economics Examination as to Effective Social Disaster Measure
and Behavior of Parties Concerned Its Problem (volume two): Case Study
as to Asbestos Policy in Japan and Asbestos Industry on Osaka Sennan Area

Shinjiro MINAMI

Abstract

In this paper, based on the theoretical consideration in (volume one, Policy Science, Vol.25, No.1, Oct, 2017, pp.73-84),
I examined the effectiveness of measures in the past asbestos policy in Japan. The summary of (volume one) is
described as follows: First, as a characteristic of a combined stock disaster as asbestos disaster, it is a long-period
social shared issue in which people of all positions become stakeholder. Second, I clarified the policy implications for
social disasters by behavioral economics (libertarian paternalism) and institutional economics (transaction units and
social order).

Therefore, I focused on the state of paternalistic in the legal system and social situation, and examined the state of
asbestos policy effectiveness based on its strength and activation. In Japan, laws and regulations for asbestos
countermeasures were introduced in the 1960s and 1970s, but they were only addressed by occupational safety and
health regulations and lacked balance. It was confirmed that the effectiveness of the asbestos countermeasures in
environmental policy could be enhanced by adding and strengthening them.

However, small and medium-sized asbestos enterprises, such as the Osaka Sennan area, which have limited
financial resources, were more difficult to take voluntary measures due to subcontracting relationships in the
industrial structure and discriminatory relationships within the regional society. It would be difficult to implement

effective asbestos measures without strong policy intervention to the asbestos market.
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