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Dilemma of A Scientist: A Case of Sakurajima Great Eruption

Masaru MABUCHI

Abstract
Sakurajima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture erupted in January 1914. It had had large explosions several times in the
past. As had been the cases, there were also precursors in this case. A scientist who observed nearby, however,
predicted that it would not explode. But Sakurajima made a big explosion. On one hand, the well-educated residents
believing “power of science” followed that prediction and didn't evacuate, then suffered great damage. On the other
hand, the others being afraid of the precursors left the island quickly. A decade later, a monument with a meaning
“Don'’t trust science” was erected in an educational facility in the island. Why did the scientist predicted that there

would be no explosion while having observed numerous sings? This paper will explore reasons for the judgment of the

scientist.
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