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An Examination of English-based Degree Program Students’ Motivations to Learn
Japanese: A Questionnaire Survey of CRPS Students

Chiemi FUJIWARA, Saki OHIRA, Chitose NONOGUCHI

Abstract

The objective of this study is to elucidate the motivations among foreign students of the English-based degree
program to learn the Japanese language. A 45-item questionnaire survey on motivations to learn Japanese was
conducted targeting 1st to 5Sth-year foreign students majoring in Community and Regional Policy Studies (CRPS
students) at the College of Policy Science. The survey results showed higher scores among motivation items, which
indicated CRPS students’ orientation toward mutual exchanges, understanding of Japanese culture/society, and
future career. Lower scores on motivation items were related to a sense of duty such as “taking a course in order to
graduate.” Regarding a correlation analysis between learning motivation items related to future career and those
related to other factors, the item “in order to find employment in Japan” showed strong correlations with integrative
motivations, whereas the item “in order to find employment in the home country that requires Japanese skills”
indicated significant correlations with other instrumental motivation factors. Additionally, motivation items related to
improving “reading/writing” skills tended to have relatively higher scores. As for academic writing or acquisition of
advanced Japanese language skills, strong correlations were found with spontaneous motivations to find joy in the

learning of Japanese itself, as well as with motivations related to future residence and employment in Japan.
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