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Administrative Discretion and Prescribed Characteristics Caused by the Size of a
Population and an Area in a Democratic Government: Operational Conceptualization
of Representativeness and Responsiveness Affecting Policy Development

Hiroshi MURAYAMA, Toru MURAYAMA

Abstract

The size of a population and an area that a government based on is a fundamental factor that influences a political

and administrative process. A hypothesis in this study is “Administrative discretion derives from the prescribed

characteristics caused by the demographic size of a government”. According to this hypothesis, administrative

discretion may be diversified by the basis of the demographic size of the government. The academic significance of

this study is that the originality of operational conceptualization for measuring the prescribed characteristics

contributes to understanding the structural reason of the possibility of administrative discretion in a policy system.

The governmental representativeness or responsiveness characterized by the demographic size of a government is

clarified to influence the meaning of administrative discretion by analyzing the prescribed characteristics caused by

the demographic size of various levels of governments in Japan such as the national government, prefectural

governments, city governments and village governments.
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