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Abstract

Local regions have had to tackle problems of the region because of population decline
and aging for recent years. For example, Maniwa city, in Okayama prefecture makes good
use of the forest and wooden industry and tries to create new industries by using local
resources. In this research paper, two points are made clear. One is about the current state
of forest and wood manufacturing industry in Maniwa city, and the other is the creation and
development of biomass industry in Maniwa city based on interviews we conducted.

In Japan, forest and wood manufacturing industries have decline from 1960’s. Although
they have also declined in Maniwa city, they have played an important role in this area.
“Maniwa juku of 21st century’ began discussions on developments of biomass business at
first, and private organizations and a local government have worked together since 2005.
The examples of biomass bussinesses include, the biomass power generation, the biomass
refinery business using regional wooden resources biomass tour in Maniwa city, and so on.
For these businesses, a new system was established for supplying wooden resources stably,
and Maniwa city aims to build biomass industry as a secondary product industry to its of
forest industry. Although there are many resources for biomass industry in Maniwa city, it
may be possible for other regions to use regional resources and create a new industry like

Maniwa city.
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