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An Analysis of Illegal Access to Electricity (Power Theft) in
Rural Areas:
A Case of Bihar, India

Hisaya ODA

Abstract

Rural electrification has been an important part of government policy since India gained
independence. Because that is where around 70% of India' s total population live, electric
supplies to rural areas are critically important in terms of both economic and social benefits.
In recent years, due to the government initiatives for rural electrification, the number of
electrified villages has been rapidly increasing. The number increased to more than 580,000
as of the end of March 2016, which roughly covers 98% of all villages in India. However, as
electrification progresses and access to electricity becomes easier than before, power theft
has also gradually become common in rural areas. Governance is also weak in rural areas,
with virtually no checking and monitoring systems. These factors motivate some villagers to
access electricity illegally. Power theft is recognized as a serious problem in India. The high
level of revenue loss caused by theft poses a serious threat to the financial condition of India’
s power sector, which has run in the red for decades. Reducing power loss is therefore one
of the most important issues in power sector reform. To understand the on-going situation
and determinants of power theft, this paper analyzes the relationship between household
characteristics and the incidence of power theft by using the household-level data from our
field survey conducted in rural Bihar, India. The empirical results reveal that the probability

of engaging in power theft is higher among households with higher socio-economic status.
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1. HERHEER

BB LEBFICL o CTEELHRREO—DOTH b, BLIIL DAY v & EF
MDD TLEZONLE, BHICBWT, HADELCIIRED L CIIREICHEET L1E¥
WL, EEORERETV DA, B L 2HEMHKOES % B LI B EOF HEIC
I BEAEES L, TR, IRV BENRAY v 955 (Barnes
and Binswanger 1986; Binswanger et al. 1993) . BEAEL L& BRAIKOBEBR O EH I N T 5
(Khandker et al. 2012), F 7% ki SOFHIZ LY, I L 7-AEW ORAEDTWEEL 2 1) |
JEMIZ X AP Oa AR BT 5 & & IS TG OME a2 Z R L 2055 Biff 35 2 & T,
BALAT L D X ORI EBEDTRRE 25, SHICKHMOBEBDAMHIZLY, HPENTZH L
b REE T & O A RGBT RE E 72 5o BHENZ A v MIMA . B RAHEIZD
7T DT ITADMEN D 5B, Flz X, BRI T2 EOKBOEB L WREE L. A&
RIEACERLL . F-RIARHEABEIE LTrud U0 BRICER 5 2 L THEWE O
AR E, HAOEREICEMT %5 (Barnes et al. 1997; UNDP/WHO 2009), #iLiCL %7 L
ER A Yy =%y FOMMT, AL RIERIZT 7t A5H 2 2L L, T721HHIC
il Z 2L, HADOEMREIE /-6 L, BUASMERT Z & bE 2 515 (Andreas
2006) o

CO X IEMEADS 726 THEN, HENZ XY v MEIKREL R KOARAO%
fax. ZOLPBEMIED A FTIREMELAHE LED 5T & 72, FIZ 2005 4 LIk,
Y YENY Y VHBMED “Inclusive Growth (WEBMHE)" v v _R—V T TRERMINET Y —
T =T — EATEALENE (RGGVY: Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana) 13K & 72
R A NS, 2016 4F 3 A KEFRIZBWTEA » F 597464 £/, 586,120 #F, 98% UL Lo# T
BALDSET LT b, MAITRZSGSE. 7T—Y N7 - 79722, ") Y —F =M., /¥
D — 7% EDSHE 6 MIZB W TEILFIZ 100% 2 EHR L. ENn—LHlEvolonbd bk
BN THEIFIL B E o TwD s KR E L CRIEMNZ BT 5 RKEL XV TORE
ILORPEIFAET 200, LB 2ELZFIZFET L TWLIRETH L%

BNEAPERT LT, BNICBTL2ENNORELRT 7 A, HE L) MEMEL
LT, AETIE, BHFAAICEL, diiz b WiTALZERE L ERT 5. KBTS ¥
Fe&GEE EEICBW UL BRONZITATH S, BEINIEEZ 100 &£ LT, *E
BLOREBPICEDONI-BIOLEL % T/RLIZERLET R (T&D 0 R) &, KHREOF
BfEA 18%. 4 ¥ FOZIUL19% T 5 (2014 FHV. HEFLED R ZHEMNTHRICE C EN -
NVINTIE 50% A fidk L T b AL, BENETAOAL LS, HlTWHEIC X 2
BEPEIND 720, CNOLOHTFITXTHEERICLDZBDOTER VY, FEVKRELEHO
—DOTH5HILIFHENR V. 1 ¥ FOEDEMGMEMIFRTEREL TBY . 1~ FBUT
2L > THBEDRERGNZEEE 2> Twh, ZOX ) REAMEOREET AP REDKE %25
Lo T2 (/NH 2009) 6
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BERIZ. 2O TIIHTHTOMETH 2 L Ao TWzds, BRNEBLOERIZE S 2w, &
HIZBWTLRONIBRELR>TWD, 1V FOEREMHOBRLSFEIZ, MhEIlcL->T
WU WG REE SN TB Y . 72— BWCIIEERENEH 5 —EE F TER
Lo TWD, TOMER. BINOBERFIHRRE R & EEDIANOFHI AT, R TEY
BATEIC B 2 BHFHSHER SN TR, ZOBFFICIE. A0/ 7 HI25E T 2AERIE.
BUERIZE o THEHELFEHTH ). BUBRPEEE OHFE LB 72OICE DA HOAIE % B3R
L C&78EED D A, Min and Golden (2014) X, BHOEIJEL L BUEOMBRE Y v F )b -
T 7= aMOTF =5 X 0ot L. B S A-BEBHE L RERNATTE BN EOZEIINGE
KEEOHERN 5 LWINT 22 2L, BEOTRICH 5 BUANER %R L T\ b,
SHICENINDOT 7 v AWK OWINAE N =) 2 7R AN 2 ATRIT B HIFII BT,
BIHOARIEFADIEIML . EIEREN O, BENERICBVWTEEREH 2 RT
—H T, BERICLZ2BEHEM~D S5 7% 2 MERMEHOE N ZFV T 5,

1Y FOBBICHT 2 LTI, 2RT—F &2, v 7 0Er BB 5T 5. b
LCIEERED A 2 EBEORMEHE LTHHT 2 & Vo2 o5, Fitio Min and
Golden (2014) (X, RNMOBLANR*EEBOLHE LTHEHL, EEY A 7 VEBBOMBRE
FEFF L. Gaur and Gupta (2016) (&, T&D T A% BEOAHLEH & LTHH L, BEOPE
BRIZOWTEREME LTV, HROEAWRBERE Vo 2l ENERAE B2 IR
BEGHLTVD, EELEVHITHIL. FAONTZEREICBW TR L XV TORETREIC
L2b0THY ., EEXTL0EN LV BEROGHIE. KL NVo 77— 2FH LASHT
HTENEF L, EHEOMBEY ., INFTRET—F 2 flioTDA » FIZBIFLEEDS
FrHIfTh N T, TR0 X 512 T&D 0 2d, BEOA LR S THAMN 2 EREDT AR
BEMNI AR E2 G020, TNEBREORBEKRE L THHAT A LI0dd b3 0k
ENEDH L ZATH D% RIFFETIXINS OBEFMEICBIT 2 REEZ D 2, -
W T o 72 ARG R E D L 12, RV AV TOBRBEORREZHIR L, FEt0HEEED
ANORET 7 A, BEOBURIZOWTHN T L2 HINE T 5,

KEITTIEBMRAEL T2 TVIOWTOFMAEZIT, RAEFICBIT 2 EEORI % BT
bo DOLEEIEMTIEMAEMRE L L2, LHEY Y PETVEHWT, REtoftEL EED
BIR A RT3 2 L LB ICETORREIT) o T L THE 4B CTIIMRER IR T 20

2.7 —4

B A IR, 2011 4E 20 & 2012 4E 12 1T T ¥ oy — L @ 3 1. (Bhagalpur, Kishanganji,
Rohtas) 94 @ BALH CTHEJE L 720 FA L JETRO 7 2 7 F W78 01 & Bl @ Asian
Development Research Institute 12 & A 3L[FFHAE & LCifrhbit/ze E = UNiEA » FOHFT
LHEOEN TV D HEMNDO—DTH ), LNV TOBILITEATHNZ 0D, KL L
TN HARTEN TV S, FAERETOREIL 495 7T, WRB L OHSREIEIEEL %
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BOZ L, Vo TNVICETNAERE. WwbwbdH— X ME, {775 Hindu general.
OBC (Other Backward Castes). EBC (Extreme Backward Castes). Scheduled Castes (SC:
AUHER) DIEE %5, 4 AT L% (Muslim) 1$ OBCIZ&E ENL0ARGH T BEEL
TEE L7 A AT 2HEZOBCIZET2H DD SC LR EAMWTEHERBE RSN TV,
A, HHAh T vy ==} @%E‘%%%C:\ EN— VNI BT 2 RBREA V251

BrL. BEZEDHE A TV 5 Rohtas . B DB T % Kishanganji . # L CTFOHHE D
BM@@H%@B%% EATE, BALDIRIIZE LT, %&éﬂt%%%:ﬁtf BH~D
TR ADFWEEER L., T EADH LA (BlhashTwnb L FRREHoO T A2

arvphEnarrvay (BE) ThirhrEE:AL,

£1 BB IOHRBEEHREY > TIVE

Rohtas Kishanganj Bhagalpur Total
I+ TVRE 199 149 147 495
PRI~ TV
Hindu general 21 1 0 22
OBC 103 13 1 117
EBC 16 52 39 107
SC 59 1 53 113
A AT LB 0 82 54 136

(HFT) BASTRAE X 0 e 1EK

A BT 5 ELIE 2000 FRICAD EFTIFEAEHEATESLT., TNFEFCICEILS
f:%%ﬂi%ﬂiﬁ%ﬁwTu%%ﬁfzm)ﬂ@o LEPILIFOATD 5 (?L/\‘“CE%EO)E@TIZ
THo72)o BALKZAHIIAET DIF 2005 4F12EA S M7z RGGVY A EALET W LA T, i
mwiu%@%mxt—kﬁ%Lwoit@m#L :%oTK&&77hZ%KMLTﬁ
IMEIC S %o

Rt L XV OBLDORRIZE2 DB TH D, ERBLONELREI~NOT 7 A% F L
DTECSNTHWBIRRIZH L EEZ L&, WETRZYA. Rohtas HOFAEMICBIT L E
L2355 < (729%). Bhagalpur BT bV (408%). IEH DI A7 L 3 v OAEELS
NTWw5 LE2 -84, Kishanganji ROFAEMIZ BT 2 ELEI KL EH L 409%). —HT
Rohtas 0 Z 175 3 eriﬂf“ﬂi%f&m (296%)0 RELREI~OT 7 A, D) HEOH
FITHEBIAYIC Rohtas L CTEWVRER E 2o TWwD (433%). IEMBREN~OT 7L A1, %
#1500 Kishanganji A oL E , FERLZARELRa A7 v ay (BE) ER%
St @ Rohtas 2k b WV & W) KR Td 5, Kishanganji BiZ BT A EHOB IO T 7
AN ECEB LT, H%@%/7»iﬁA%%%ET%%417A%ﬁ®RY#m<
RGGVY |2 & 2 BA EALFTH S I HRERBRORFTE2 7 — 7 v b & L TEEMICED 52
EEBRLTWAE EEZ BN D, F7- Rohtas IRICBWTHEBIENSGWEB L LT, ik
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W& B BEEDPKATH LRI EN— VAL & D & AR VERED S 2 LA
VBIOREI LNV TOBIEDPEATEY ., FORKR, BEO INIPREREEIN, F-20
BAD LD olzZ EDRFRERO—2THEEEZ LN

x2 Bt (ERBLVEBICELD) - REBIEORKR

Rohtas Kishanganj Bhagalpur Total
I TIVREE 199 149 147 495
wALRE (142) 145 86 60 291
EBarrar (D 59 61 42 162
RiEarrzrar (2) 86 25 18 129
FKEIRET 54 63 87 204
FatwALE
wALRE (142) 72.9% 57.7% 40.8% 58.8%
EBarrar (1) 29.6% 40.9% 28.6% 32.7%
REarrrar (2) 43.3% 16.8% 12.2% 26.1%
REKFT 27.1% 42.3% 59.2% 41.2%
(HPT) RASIRAE & ) §E Rk
3. REEH R

AREITIE %%VN»uzﬁéﬁm’%ﬁ#é%@towf%ﬁuVyb%?»%ﬁof
FEREDMEAT) o TERERICIE. ERFTORELORR (EROBE. AEeEl (EE).
LIERENR) AV, COBRBCORBIEIREL AV TORIRICE > THRET L EEZ, €
NHBED L) BRETORMIC & > TRES NS 2 2R 5o HERNIE L, BILORIIE, &
wiL=0. EHOEIL=1. T L CARELREL=2 L#ET L. MHEHIMHT ML E L
T, REto#HE (AN, RetoHSWENE, Reto&ENEMk, Z L TRLXVIZBWwT
FOONLEREZEZETLHLOIZRYI -2 V5, Relot&WEM X, Hindu general,
OBC. EBC. SC. ZTLTCA AT LEEIZ LB — A M HZ T I —ZERIZL>TRL (Hindu
general%%EﬁTﬂ’J*&*f%) Kt OREFNE ML RETDHE T 5 BH# A X (ha) 12
THETILET L, B5 I -1, Rohtas B IEMED 7 T — L BT Lo MUEH OB
FHIR3DEN TH 5,
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3 WA TR OTRIRET

55 BLEL FIgfE AR 22 ET %N LN

A=A M (53 —EH)

Hindu general 495 0.046 0 1

OBC 495 0.234 0 1

EBC 495 0.216 0 1

SC 495 0.228 0 1

A AT LEE 495 0.276 0 1
Kato N 495 5976 2675 1 24
THFTE Y A X (ha) 495 0.896 2481 0 24

(HiPn) K

LYy FPET ML LHEFHERIIEAOBY) TH D, EQ (1) 1*, #—A P TRT Kz
O SIENE, RETHE, B I —2 My EHE LR L2560 RE =L, EQ (2)
EEHITE Y A X TR REOREENEME, KB, By 3 —22% e LRt L2560
HRTH D, HRMWEELBRFENEEOMIIZRCHBESFAET 2 L EZONL 20, e
Wi CTHEET 21T o 720

HEREQ (1) 251, FTFEHOBELICEHL T, REtOHESWEMEASC THD Z L
EROBIRETH 2R ET S, FRIOBRELKEVITIEBILRE CH LRI LS
L. ®% 3 —Id Bhagalpur RO TH 213 EBLOMERIMET T2 I LR ENT, SHI
SRR LTt OBC KEF. Muslim KEFOIEHELO#E=EAS Hindu general K7t & b
D= e DB LBEOHEES b o TRENIZ, DDV TEINORNET 7 &
AUZBA L Clx. OBC %3t SC ®&T# 5 = &1, Hindu general K&t & Hili$ 5 L BEBOM
P, FREFEDPIRE T ECOMRIEINT 5 2 EHEEF S, By I—IZL T
1% Rohtas & & H#¢ % & Bhagalpur. Kishanganji O F g0 EEOMERIME N & ASHIB L
720 HFEIHREQ (2) 253, LHHEORBENIRE 22E, ERBIUORNELRENI~NOT
7 ADEENBINT % &) RREPHL Nz, FARFHEB LRSI —0REITEQ(L)
DHEFHER & D—F D W5 N T2,

&R E O Hindu general BIZBWT, T2 HHOFAREIKREZ L 45138 ERB
FUORELRT 7 2 A BBOWRIE 22 EEAR SN D &) HEFHRRITIER IZHREV,
D& EEEPIERIZEINCT 7 v AT BMHERDPENE V) 2 EIE I ERTE L, AV
FIZBWTEIZLT LOHFH TN DO TIE R, £ 2IIIMEZHY§ 2 EH A
R OENBOEEN LML 5L TAPREV, BHNFAERICHALY, BLOHGEE L
2 Ah AN VG EZIER SN L, BUAERD & 2 AIZEALDOBRIEIZAT o 72 & 4 7%
IEV—FEHIZLZZAD, INH6OIEY — FIIHEHEREO LEHIIW2 AN bR E#E I ER
DELT O AIZBWTEENIDON LB H L I LEZREL TS, LAL, EELH
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EBLORBENBEOMRIIED L) ICHASINE ). BEL VI A ¥ FTRIL{fTbhitw
DA LT, ZIUIERELFOEREZ T, THEMW. BENLZ2TRICEOAT
FZ & o TEIR S N A WD ATHI A, BREN EARE OREHI BV CEBOME
BENE VI BIANEZ SND, BlZIZEMNIIBNTKIHMTIEOENENEEL LTk

LT, —ONADIEES B2 AWV LIIESIEGETE b AMBMIC X 28
DHEREL TR RWIGE, 20X ) BARELBENNOT 7 L AWHRT 52 2 L &b,

Rohtas - TOEEAMBIL L ) Z v &) HERHRERIZ, WIEICTHBI L2 BY) Th b, B3
HOBIMARA 1960 48 & 0 BIE SN D 7 EHEAY R VERE D & BA L AV B X ORFFL AR
VTOBDEAIZRER, BEROBEDVLVH, 20 INIPERINTWo2Z L7 E7:
LERHEAD—DTHALLEZLND,
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EQ (1) EQ (2)
<IEHoE>
Hindu general (F&#e7 7 T1) —)
OBC -1.328
0831
EBC -0432
0877
SC -1.729 ™
0.855
A AT LETE -1.399
0882
T A 0.158 **
0.079
KatHim 0.159 = 0.156 ***
0047 0.046
Rohtas (i 771) —)
Kishanganji -0.293 0.151
0.390 0276
Bhagalpur -0.685 * -0.506 *
0377 0279
TEE 0.355 -1.116 ™
0856 0352
<AL EAL>
Hindu general (£ 531 —)
OBC -1.777 **
0812
EBC -0.294
0.905
SC -1422 *
0825
EP AN <3 0.260
0928
b A 0.149 *
0.080
Kat#im 0.110 * 0.109 **
0.051 0051
Rohtas (i 771) —)
Kishanganji -2.752 ™ -1.172 ™
0528 0.304
Bhagalpur -3.009 ** -1.807 **
0493 0.320
TER 1.200 -0.395
0842 0361
B 495 495
LR chi2 11811 83.78
Log likelihood -476.198 -493.362

GE) 420y 7 3EEREL T ™ " IE 2NN 1%, 5% 10%KETOMAHE LR,
(A7) EFHEFRER LY
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4. $5 7

ARTIEA Y FOEN— VNI R IN 465 FOT—F 6. BNEAIIBITFARFTL LT
DBEI~NORERT 72 A (FBE) 122V T, REFOFFESTCICRET 2 202DV CHERE
AT AT FORER, HAHFEE O E\ Hindu general Bl2BW T, /2O FTA B
BREL 2D, DF DEFIC EAIC 2L R 2 IZ EIERB LOREICENIANT 7 v AT 50k
BHEL D L) HEFHERIE SN2, ZOTFRICIE, HERFNIC LN OBESZE T S
AV FENHEOEBPRZBENL T2, BEEICE 240 BEN A1) v MIKE L,
B EIEREZMEREO—D2TH D, —F. BHELPERTLICOoN, EEL V) HE
MELELTWDEZEIIEALZ ETHD, RIIFETIE, EN—VHORE DR L HEOBK
ERGEET A 2 & Ty B CIRIL 20> TR Wiz 2 MmA Rt Lzs 2o ER
2B B BANDBFEZ ED . BEFIEANOHRZE D26 T LOEMT LI L TE
TUTSENWTH 5,
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b=

12016 45 3 A 31 0 B} 5 0 # M. 7 — % @ BT i https.//data.gov.in/catalog/progress-report-village-
electrification (accessed on Dec. 18, 2017).

P EMTEALOERIIEARE KL, TN TMEL R EEITON TV D, BEDERIT 2004 4£12785E
Shizb o, BIE. ) HBL0%) v b (RTMER) BEXIZBWIRREOERN LA 7
THEBEINTVWE I L, (2) HoOFR, & REFTEFEO R ZLEBICEI P Tnad 2 &, (3)
Y ELFHOEFD) L 10%DORKFHIENPHRENT VLI LD 3ODEMEET- L TW5 & EL
el TRobs, BER AT ALV TOELEKE LV TOELIZFEFETIEZ DB,
HWORFEFIZENPEREEINTHE I L) ZERL v,

EFTREB L A ¥ FO T&D 0 AMERGHFHTR— 2=V kD,

(https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.ELC.LOSS.ZS)

* HfiiE 2010-11 4E A, HiFT X Government of India (2011) & 1o

PREFLANWICBIT BBHIANDIERT 7 £ ZADPREER O34T E LTk, Andreas (2009), Oda and Tsujita
(2011) 2°% % o

® Rohtas O —H# DK Tid 1960 £ & BB OB AL ST 72 (Rohtas IR TOFA A E &
D)o

SEXW

H AFE SOk

/NHEAE (2009) [4 > 7 7 HAFOBUIR & 0 EEM 2 A0 | ANE iR [ > SR RO S
T UWEE 16, T ¥ T REEIIET
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