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Study on Proper Management of Coastal Area:
A Case Study of Fishermen's Questionnaire Survey

Taisuke YOSHIOKA

Abstract

Japan is an island country surrounded by the sea. However, it seems that the development
of the law on conservation of oceans and coastal areas was insufficient. The “Basic Maritime
Act” declared that “Integrated management of the ocean” was important in 2007. Fishermen
are one of the main stakeholders responsible of coastal management in Japan. However, the
proportion of fishermen in the total population of Japan continues to decline, and now it is
less than 0.1% of the population. The population of fishermen is not expected to increase
considering the facts that birthrate is declining and aging continues at an accelerating pace
in Japan.

However, even in such harsh circumstances, some fishermen are willing to continue their
business with a high level of fishery and are also interested in conservation and management
of coastal areas.

In this paper, we compare the results of the survey conducted to the members of
three fishery cooperatives in Miyagi(Shizugawa), Okayama(Hinase) and Ishikawa(Nanao)
prefectures.

The survey revealed that 70% of the fishermen have shown their willingness to continue
fishing business. The findings implied that in order to enhance management of coastal
zones, it is necessary not to depend on administrative agencies (national, local governments,
etc.) but to set up a meeting place composed of diverse agents (administrative, residents,

fishermen, etc.).
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