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A Study on a Trial Individual Quota System
Introduced into the North Pacific Ocean Purse Seine Fishery

Manabu OHNISHI, Reiko HIGASHIMURA

Abstract

In Japan, good points and bad points of Individual Quota (IQ) and Individual Transferable
Quota (ITQ) System had been introduced from over twenty years ago.

They had been focused on mainly improving fishery business management, being based on
comparing Olympic-style fishing.

In response to recommendations by the ad-hoc Task Force on Fisheries Resource
Management (FRA), a trial IQ system was started in fishing for mackerels on large and
medium-scale purse seine fishery in the North Pacific, and expected to develop into a formal
IQ system. In the ad-hoc Task Force it is said IQ system has contributed to securing the
effectiveness of the TAC and been expected to have the effect of encouraging fishers'
business management efforts, but FRA didn' t confirm them at the first fishing year in the
trial IQ System.

This paper aims to analyse circumstances of the first fishing year in the trial IQ system,
considering fishers voluntary management, especially including IQ per vessel and per monthly.

A series of analysis revealed two major findings.

First, the trial IQ system had mainly enhancing resource management. Individual catch
quotas of vessels under the trial IQ system had only approximately two-thirds of that of
other vessels.

The rules of voluntary management made by members of the large and medium-scale
purse seine fishery in the North Pacific had been followed by other district’s vessels, in
addition to them. It indicates strict observe of the rules of voluntary management and need

for adjustments between public management and that.
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