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Characteristics of and Problems in Water Use System
in the Echi River Basin Area

Michio AKIYAMA

Abstract

Construction of the Eigenji No.2 Dam was planned in the area of the Echi River Basin
located in the Koto Plain, Shiga Prefecture in 1992. However, residents living in this area
objected to the plan for the reason that it would damage the ecology of the river basin area.
They filed an action against the plan in 1994 and the Supreme Court determined to stop
the plan in 2007. Since then, the water resources planning in this river basin area has been
shifted to the water resources development, not depending upon the construction of dam. In
this respect, the water resources planning in this area has become a model case for water
resources development not relying on the means of making a dam.

The author had been conducting collaborative research on “Build up the ‘Knowledge of
Water and Soil’ for Integrated Water Resources Management, a research project of the
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature that was implemented from 2011 to 2015. The
author proceeded with the research mainly in (1) the evaluation of local water resources
in water circulation process including surface water and ground water, and problems
concerning its use and (2) regional differences in water scarcity problems. The author
grasped the characteristics of the water use system in the Echi River Basin Area by

empirical analysis centering on field surveys and clarified the present problems of this area.
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