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Reorganization of Public Facilities and Citizen Participation

Hiroyuki MORI

Abstract

Public facilities of local governments have been confronted with reorganization and consolidation. In contrast to

new construction of public facilities, reorganization including abolition and displacement of them accompanies huge

energy in local government and community.

Saitama city government has gotten a lead in planning public facility reorganization and practicing citizen

participation for it. The workshop method with citizens in integrating different types of public facilities is very

unique and gives some significant suggestions. On the other hand, without insufficient citizen participations, serious

confusions in local politics are certainly caused. A typical case is observed at Hannan city in concentrating all the

public nurseries and kindergartens into one big child institution.

Local governments must recognize that it is inevitable to reorganize public facilities with substantial citizen

participations.
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