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Tokyo Office of Prefecture Government

Masaru MABUCHI, Dongjoo KO

Abstract

This article focuses on the functions of Tokyo office of the prefecture government. All of
the 47 prefecture governments set up branch offices in Tokyo. By all prefecture governments,
it is meant that not only three local governments adjacent to Tokyo such as Kanagawa,
Saitama and Chiba but also Tokyo Metropolitan Government itself have Tokyo office. Forty
three offices including those of the 4 governments are located in a 15-story-building named
the Prefecture Hall. The simple fact that Tokyo Metropolitan Government has a branch office
in the same building as other many local governments seems to challenge two conventional
understandings concerning the function of Tokyo office. One considers it as a point through
which the center gives pressures on the periphery and the other as a point through which
the periphery makes petitions to the center. Notwithstanding reverse direction, these two
understanding share their emphasis on the "vertically connecting" function of Tokyo office.
The conventional explanation, however, cannot explain why Tokyo Metropolitan Government
and the neighboring local governments have Tokyo branch offices because their headquarters
are located near the national administrative district that is Kasumigaseki. This article,
based on extensive interviews to the officials working for Tokyo offices, will emphasize the

"horizontal connecting’ function of Tokyo office.
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