B
M

D4 (A2) ;7 /Rt :iES
—WMC BT S HAEZHHE LT

Pk 3

Transmission and Adaptation:
Cases of Japanese Cuisines Traveling Abroad

Yo TABAYASHI

Abstract

Culture is hard to define. It also can be perceived only when it got formed and accepted
by members of a society. This paper aims to clarify processes of cultural transmission
between societies, and adaptation of the culture by a receiving society. The process often
takes place in the order of importation, reception, diffusion, adaptation (plus exportation
in cases). We would like to discuss differences of extent to which the original culture is
transformed, and why the differences occur among targeted cultures, and how easily/fast/far
the transformation happens. This paper firstly gives a glance at definitions and history of the
word “culture,” and next examines three conceptual frameworks of cultural transmission/
transformation by Tetsunori Koizumi and by the author. The three models provide us with
perspectives to understand and categorize various cultural transmission/transformation
depending on the relationship between the sender/supplier and the receiver/demander of
the culture transmitted. Next, using the models above mentioned, we will study cases of
food culture. Finally, focusing on Japanese cuisines travelling abroad, the issues of autonomy,
norms, openness, exclusiveness, and authenticity will be examined with the government’s

documents and other material.
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