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Impacts of 10 Years of Safe Community Programs
on Communities in Japan

Yoko SHIRAISHI

Abstract

There are currently 16 communities working on Safe Community (SC) programs which
Kameoka City firstly launched in Japan in 2006. This study aims to see impacts of the
SC programs among the Japanese communities in this decade. Changes are determined
with the written materials, interviews to personnel in charge of SC programs and the
mayors of the communities. Observation study was also made at the meetings of the SC
steering committees and taskforce committees. The qualitative changes are identified in the
establishment of the cross sectral collaboration, set up of the cycle of community diagnose -
intervention - evaluation, and empowerment of the communities through SC programs.
Moreover, communities with some years of experience have started to show quontative
outputs and outcomes of community safety promotion. It can be suggested that the strategies
of community safety promotion to fulfill the SC's seven indicators can be applied to other

fields for community development.
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o

indicators-that-must-be-fulfilled)
20124F 1 H &0 [HREE4) 2sb b, 6 5L S THRIEIC R 272,
1. An infrastructure based on partnership and collaborations, governed by a cross-sector group that
is responsible for safety promotion in their community;
2. Long-term, sustainable programs covering genders and all ages, environments, and situations;
3. Programs that target high-risk groups and environments, and programs that promote safety
for vulnerable groups;
4. Programs that are based on the available evidence:
5. Programs that document the frequency and causes of injuries;
6. Evaluation measures to assess their programs, processes and the effects of change;

7. On-going participation in national and international Safe Communities networks.
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